15 not always degenerates, but that their disease was local. The result of the alienist's view was practically to refuse education to such persons. But these children were often sharp and responded to education. From his association as medical officer with a school for deaf-mutes he could corroborate the statement as to the difficulty -of obtaining pathological specimens. He felt much rewarded for having come to hear the paper.
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Dr. GRAY, in reply, agreed to the similarity between the growth in the stria vascularis and the tegmentum vasculosum in the bird and reptile. He had noticed the same when he looked at the specimens. The stria vascularis was, from the point of view of evolution, the ultimate result in the mammal, of the tegmentum vasculosum of the reptile; and it was possible the human subject went through a stage in its foetal development in which the tegmentum vasculosum was present, but he did not think embryologists had yet got down to such refinements. Such a stage might be present, but be passed through with great rapidity in a mammal, and the embryologist might miss it. It might therefore be that in the specimens shown the structure was the result of arrest of development in the prenatal life at a particular time. With regard to the depression of the membrane of Reissner, he showed the normal specimen first, to indicate how it was prepared with collodium preparation; there was practically no fold. But in the others there was actual thickening and marked depression, and the same had been observed by others. A more complete examination of patients should be impressed upon physicians and surgeons in hospital wards. With regard to the reverse action of pressure, possibly the loss of function might cause a difference in pressure. It was true that deaf-mutism was a local disease, and the subjects of it were but rarely degenerates; only in recent times had aurists realized that it was not a central defect. Deaf-mutes were often very bright, and in the majority of so-called congenital cases, even, the lesion was in the labyrinth. It was but rarely a central lesion alone, though in some this might be the case.
Case of long-continued Suppuration (Aural) with
Spontaneous Cure ? By G. N. BIGGS, M.B.
THE patient came to my Out-patients' Department at the Seamen's Hospital complaining of deafness in both ears. There had been suppuration in the right ear all his life until five or six years ago, when it gradually got less and finally ceased. No headache at any time. When at school he says that he had attacks of vertigo, but cannot give any special particulars about them. Slight facial paralysis on the right side.
On examination, a large cavity is seen, resembling that left aftera radical mastoid operation; this is completely lined by healthy epithelium. The interest of the case lies in the fact that the patient has never had any treatment for the ear, and is quite certain that there has never been any operation of any kind; this is supported by the fact that no trace of any incision can be found. Presumably, therefore, the case is one in which the disease has cured itself. Owing to shortness of time I have been unable to go thoroughly into the case (i.e., tests for hearing, &c.), but hope to bring these forward at soine subsequent meeting of the Section.
